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Fellow Members and Partners
Our two day February outing was to Joadja
Creek historic village, now a ghost town
located in a remote and unique valley
approximately 20 km from Mittagong. The
journey also included a visit to the historic
Berrima Courthouse and the Dingo
Sanctuary at Bargo.
At Joadja we learned how the settlement, established in the
1870’s to mine shale and produce kerosene, evolved into a
self sufficient, thriving and profitable mining town supporting
some 1,000 Scottish miners and their families. We learned
how the abundant flow of water, from the natural spring fed
creek, combined with fertile soil enabled a plentiful supply of
food. Kerosene was used for fuel and lighting, clay deposits for
brick making for home and mine building construction as well
as the 70 odd retorts to process the shale. A rail line was built
from the valley floor up the steep slope of the adjacent hillside
and into Mittagong. A very successful orchard supplied fruit to
the Sydney market.
The passionate couple who now own the property are
gradually restoring some buildings. They have built a whisky
distillery which also produces gin, rum and other fortified
wines to supplement their income.
The next morning we stopped over at Berrima for a tour of the
historic courthouse with an excellent AV presentation,
followed by another at the Dingo Sanctuary at Bargo where a
breeding colony of pure bred dingoes has been established.
Some of us had a ‘personal encounter’ with one of the dingoes
who was quite happy to sit on your lap and lick you all over!
Morning tea and a BBQ lunch were provided on the two
excellent days… thanks to Barry and Tony.
Tom Ingham is standing down as Welfare Officer and I would
like to thank Tom for his many years of service to our club in
this important role. I thank Peter Cornish who will be our new
Welfare Officer.
Did you know it was World Hearing Day on the 3rd of March?
To coincide with this there was an interesting article in the
SMH about the exorbitant prices charged for hearing aids and
that the ACCC has released a report in this regard to mark
World Hearing Day. There was also a damning item on TV that
night. I would be happy to share my experiences with you.
They resulted in a very positive result for me.
This being my last contribution to the newsletter as President I
would like to thank the committee and all of the non
committee members who
contribute so much to the
successful running of the club. I
should particularly like to thank
Peter Cornish, Brian Cohen and
David Harris, who are now
retiring, for their long serving
membership of the Committee
Thank you all for the opportunity
to serve you as President which I
have enjoyed immensely. I wish
incoming President Gerald
Christmas and the new
committee another successful
year
Ross Bruwel, President
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MARCH MEETING
This month’s meeting will be held on
Tuesday 14th March in the Auditorium at
North Sydney Leagues Club, Abbot St
Cammeray.
• 10:00 - 10:20 monthly meeting
• 10:20 - 10:40 annual general meeting
• 10:40 - 11:10 morning tea
• 11:10 - 11:50 guest speaker
• 11:50 - 12:00 wrap-up & photos
• 12:00 - optional refreshments, lunch
and snooker
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 14th March 2017
The 38th Annual General Meeting of
members is to be held at North Sydney
Leagues Club, Cammeray on Tuesday
14th March 2017 at approximately
10:20am after the conclusion of the
monthly meeting.
AGENDA
• To confirm the Minutes of the 37th
AGM held on Tuesday 8th March 2016
• To receive the President’s Report
• To receive the Income & Expenditure
Statement for the Year ending 31
December 2016, the Statement of
Financial Position at 31 December
2016 and the Auditor’s Report thereon
• To maintain the annual membership
subscription at $45 and the member
joining fee at $15
• To present the List of Club Activities
• To elect the Officers and Committee:
we have received the following
unopposed nominations: Gerald
Christmas (President), Bob Pearce
(Secretary), Hugh Seccombe
(Treasurer), Ross Bruwel (Immediate
past President) Alan Ambler, Allan
Blake, Tony Bowra, Peter Davenport,
Kevin Fitzpatrick, Richard Hannaford,
James Ritchie, Barry Stone, Peter Turner
& Rufus Wolfson (Committee)
• To appoint the Honorary Auditor,
David Lloyd
Dennis NOTLEY & Paddy MACDONALD
After the AGM, Paddy and Dennis will
present two different perspectives on
their visits to Cuba and that country’s
relationship with the surrounding area.
With the recent passing of Fidel Castro,
Cuba is a topical subject. Honorary
Members and partners are most welcome
to attend.
At the TEA & COFFEE break…..
Members are requested to observe any
requests from the refreshments organisers,
form orderly queue(s) and move quickly
away from the tea and coffee machines
once you have been served.

OUTINGS

OUTINGS

ACTIVITIES

BBQ at ‘The Basin’ on Pittwater
Tuesday 28th March 2017
Located on the northern beaches in
the Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park,
the Basin is a gem of a beach/picnic
ground and is one of Sydney’s best
kept secrets. There are covered BBQ
and picnic areas and lovely shady
grassy areas to enjoy the views, the
fresh air, the clear turquoise water and
the bush surroundings.

JIM’S JAUNT
Thursday 23rd March
Taronga Wharf to Chowder Bay
The next jaunt will be from Taronga
Zoo wharf to Chowder Bay. Taking
some three hours over approximately
five kilometres, the walk explores
interesting bush tracks and crosses
harbourside beaches along the
fabulous Sydney inner harbour
coastline. Revel in the excellent
harbour views; end up with a
scrumptious pub lunch. We meet at
Taronga Zoo Wharf at 9:30 by catching
the 238 bus from Military Road to the
wharf or the ferry from Circular Quay.
Alternatively, park at or near Taronga
Zoo and walk, or take the cable car, to
the wharf.
Jim Holloway
9955-1368
2FIFTY CLUB
Friday 28th April
Watsons Bay
The next outing is a visit to Watsons
Bay. Meeting at the Eastern end of the
Alfred St bus terminal at Circular Quay,
we catch the 380 bus to Watsons Bay
travelling through Bondi Junction,
Bondi Beach and Dover Heights to
Military Rd at Watsons Bay. There we
visit the Gap before a short walk to the
Jetty at Watsons Bay. There we will
have lunch and afterwards time to visit
the local area before catching the ferry
back to Circular Quay.
John Minnett
9417 7705

ART & MUSIC
John Brooks 9908 2820
Enjoy a full afternoon or
evening of beloved
classics and other
favourites performed by
the full Willoughby
Symphony Orchestra and Choir led by
renowned conductor Nicholas Milton at the
Concourse Concert Hall on Saturday 19th
August 2017. Tickets are $47pp: contact
Diana Rich on 9880 2408 for more
information.
See the North Shore Art Prize exhibition at
the Coal Loader,
Waverton 11-26 March.
For folk who enjoy
Grand Organ recitals,
try the free concerts at
Sydney Town Hall from
12.30 on Mon 3 April
and Mon 1 May.
CYCLING
Stewart 9439
9609 or Allan
9960 8830
Monday routes &
times vary.
Saturdays, we ride
around the wharves & Barangaroo from
Glebe or Milsons Point, say 25km; start at
7:45am, finish around 10:00am. If
interested in Saturdays, contact Stewart
Horwood or Allan Blake. Details on our
group e-mail.
9 HOLE GOLF
Tony Travers
9439 4996
Each Monday from 9:45am at the Lane
Cove Country Club.
MOVIE ENJOYMENT
GROUP
David Bruce-Steer
9419 7017
Meet at the Cremorne
Orpheum on 4th Monday
each month. Look out for the
flyer.
ROLL-UP LAWN BOWLS
Peter Cornish
9909 8994
Roll-up Lawn Bowls is usually held at North
Sydney Bowling Club at St Leonards Park
every Wednesday morning. The venue is
under new management and it operates
well. For more information, contact Peter.
SAILING
Ross Bruwel
0421 817 106
Ross invites you to sail with him
on his yacht Renada on Thursday
30th March; embarkation is
usually at Middle Harbour Yacht
Club.
TENNIS
Hugh Seccombe 923 2300
Tennis, will be held at Love n Deuce in
Talus St, Naremburn on Monday 20th
March between 2 and 4pm. Sign the sheet
at Tuesday’s meeting or contact Hugh.

Kindly make your own way to Palm
Beach, by car or by taking the L90
bus (Neutral Bay at 9:24, Spit Junction
at 9:28), in time to board the ferry that
departs the wharf at 11:00am.
The cost of $27pp includes park fees,
ferry fare, BBQ meat, wine and soft
drink. Bring your own extra tasties
such as salad, dessert, any other food,
tea and coffee. There is some seating
but a ground rug may be handy.
Please add your name to the sign-on
sheet and pay at the February meeting
or contact Barry or Tony.
Northern Beaches HOSPITAL
Wednesday 12th April 2017
We are fortunate
to have been
granted access for
a tour of the
Northern Beaches
Hospital whose
construction is due for completion in
2018. We will also visit the Roads and
Maritime Office to hear about the
extensive upgrade of surrounding
roads. Parking is almost non-existent
and our group is restricted to 25. We
are advised that participants need to
be fairly fit for this outing. We depart
Norths by mini Coach at 9:00am,
lunch at the Belrose Hotel and return
about 3:00pm at a cost of $40pp.
Please add your name to the sign-on
sheet at the March meeting or contact
either Barry or Tony.
Barry Stone
9953 6748
Tony Bowra
9969 1128

Joadja

April PERSONAL CORNER
Malcolm VERMAN

April GUEST SPEAKER
Ken BULLOCK - Trips & Falls
Prevention

Berrima Courthouse

Payments:
Kindly pay for outings in advance of any
deadline and online if possible. When
paying online, please ensure that you quote
the relevant activity, perhaps abbreviated,
in the description to eliminate confusion.
Note the new bank account details
BSB 082057 a/c no: 28869 5672
a/c name: Probus Club of Neutral Bay.

This is sponsored by KWIKKOPY 6/129-133 Military Rd Neutral Bay ph 9953 3077
Your Committee uses us for all their photocopying and printing needs

